
   ♪ ♫  Notes from Symphony East  ♫ ♪	 	 	
       
 

   🎼  Monday, May 18, 2026    
at  the Lamplighter Restaurant, 6566 William Penn Hwy., Delmont, PA 15626 

Socialize from 11:00 a.m.—Business Meeting 11:15-11:45  
	 — Lunch 11:45—12:50	 	 Program will begin immediately at 1:00 p.m.          ♪ 

Program:  Mikey Dee: Remembering Violet Matteo 
Mikey Dee began his musical career at the age of 4, first learning the guitar, bass, and 
tamburitza instruments from his grandfather Joe Pavlecic.  He soon became a regular 
in the Arcadians band playing drums.  In the third grade, he began to read music and 
studied clarinet and tenor saxophone.  In ninth grade, he played string bass in the high 
school symphony orchestra and earned second chair in the PMEA All-District 
Orchestra. 
He first organized his own band "The Mikey Dee Band" in 1988.  In 1990, he 
recorded his first recording "Don't Cry My Darling Polka" and "Euclid Vet's Polka".  
Mikey Dee has performed in many tamburitza bands through the years and has had 
his own tamburitza band (Mikey Dee Tamburica Stars) since 2004.  In 2014, he 
served as Chairman and Master of Ceremonies for the (TAA) Tamburitza Association 

of America Extravaganza in Pittsburgh.  In 2024, he was inducted into the Tamburitza Hall of Fame by the TAA. 
In the polka field, he played bass and keyboards with Jack Tady and the Tady Bears in 1993-1994, traveling 
everywhere from Chicago to the Catskills.  He has also performed with Frankie Yankovic, Dick Tady, Harold 
Betters, and many others.  In 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, and 2018, he was selected to perform in the stage band for 
the National Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame awards show, and inducted into its Hall of Fame on The Trustees 
Honor Roll on November 25, 2017. 
In 1998, The Mikey Dee Band recorded "Join the Fun - The Pittsburgh Pirates Polka" in honor of the local baseball 
club and received local air play from Bill Cardille, Jack Bogut, and WDVE-FM.  
Mr. Dee has recorded and produced twenty-three albums and numerous singles to date, including polkas, 
tamburitza, Christmas, country-western, and standards; was a studio musician for Oakhill Records and B & M 
Studio; and a recording producer and advisor at McKeesport's Soundscape Studio. 
In 2000 through 2024, Mikey Dee was the Entertainment coordinator and stage manager for the City of 
McKeesport's annual International Village festival, serving as Master of Ceremonies in 2004-2024.  Because of 
popularity in the music field, he was chosen by his hometown government officials to MC the "Salute to Santa" 
Christmas parade (2008-2009, 2016-2024) and the Sportsman Banquet (2007).  
Currently, his band performs around 400 shows a year, playing everything from oldies to ballroom, polkas to 
tamburitza, and is considered a premium solo senior entertainer in the tri-state area.  Violet’s brother, Joseph 
Matteo, hired the band for the Lettopalena Village (Abruzzo, Italy) reunions for several years. 
In June 2017, Mikey Dee played the accordion player in a wedding scene in the motion picture "The Cookie 
Table".		 	 	  ♪ ~  ♫  ~ ♪ ~  ♫  ~  ♪  ~  ♫  ~  ♪ 

   “Bringing to YOU 
Musicians at their Best”The Symphony East Web site:                   

www.symphonyeast.org

~  Welcome, Everyone  ~
Our Season 64 Finale ! 



 Reservations for lunch and program:  The restaurant needs to have a count of the number of persons having 
lunch, so please send your completed reservation form and check for  $30.00 for members; $35.00 for non-members 
which covers the luncheon and program.  No walk-ins for the meal will be accepted as the exact quantity of food 
has to be ordered ahead of time (it will be a served meal - be sure to choose the main dish that you prefer).  A 
person who does not want to have lunch can relax and enjoy the musical program with a $15.00 guest admission 
(no food).  If you reserve and can’t attend, SE must still pay for the food and the performers, so thank you for your 
check for $30.00 or $35.00 - made out to Symphony East - to Dee by the deadline date (May 15).  If you are able to 
provide a ride to the meeting for those who are not able to drive, doing so would be a kind offering.  If you are 
needing transportation, contact a member living nearby. 
  
NOTE:  If you would prefer a vegetarian meal, call the Lamplighter and ask them to prepare one for you for this luncheon.  
Attending only the program?  Consider bringing a friend, perhaps a member who is no longer able to 
drive or lives at one of the independent living residences.  You may need to explain that playing an 
instrument is not required to attend a meeting.  A $15.00 donation is requested.  The program begins at 1:00 p.m.	  

A 50/50 drawing is planned to be held during the meeting. 

	 ♪ ~  ♫  ~ ♪ ~  ♫  ~  ♪  ~  ♫  ~  ♪ 

♪   ♫   ♪   ♫   ♪     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
              	 	 ► ►  $  ☺   From our Treasurer:    $ $ $ $		 ♪ ☺ ♪ $ ♪ $ ♪ $ ♪ 

As of April 27, 2026, the ending balance was $11,361.19.  The income from the April Spring Impressions 
fundraiser was $6,420.00 and the expense (luncheon and entertainment expenses) was $2,401.00 = $4,009.00 
profit. The  Entertainment budget paid $450.00 to the performers. 
For the season to date, the portion of members’ dues to be given to PSA is $175.00.  
  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The following biography for Violet Matteo was provided by her nephew, David J. Matteo: 

Violet Celia Matteo was born in Turtle Creek, PA on October 27, 1938.  She was the youngest of 
five children born to Joseph and Celia Matteo.  Her siblings were Ernest, Albert (my father), 
Lucille, and Joseph. 
Music and a love for the arts came naturally to Violet.  All of her siblings had taken music lessons 
at an early age.  In keeping with her father’s values for a strong, formal education, Violet starting 
piano lessons at the age of 8.  After graduating from Turtle Creek High School in 1956, Violet 
continued her music education at Duquesne University earning both Bachelor and Master’s 

degrees in music education and music business. 
Violet was a gifted pianist and used her education in music to teach in the Penn Trafford school district, as well as 
private students, for many years.  She also performed as the organist at First Presbyterian Church in Shadyside and 
St. Coleman’s Catholic Church in Turtle Creek. 
Violet loved being a part of the arts community and took great pride in her contributions and the connections that 
she made.  She loved Broadway musicals and jazz, but especially loved  classical music.  She possessed a vast 
collection of both sheet and recorded media that reflected her love of music and performance.   
Aside from music, Violet enjoyed spending time traveling with her siblings Joseph and Lucy until their passing.  
They took several jazz cruises over the years and attended concerts all over Europe during their travels. 
Having never married, Violet lived all of her life with Joseph and their mother until her passing.  Unfortunately, 
after Joseph’s passing in February 2024, Violet really never recovered from that loss.  As the last surviving member 
of her immediate family, Violet passed away on February 22, 2025. 



Editor’s note:  While remembering Symphony East’s past, I thought of long-time member, Rosemary Scala 
who lived at Redstone Highlands while Symphony East met in the chapel.  She and Luciano often greeted 
members arriving for the events.  Here is some text about another remarkable person who was among the 
many members contributing to PSA’s eastern suburbs affiliate: 

Many of our members may remember Rosemary Scala who passed away in Baltimore, Maryland, 
on January 29, 2026.  She was an active member of Symphony East for many years. 
Her obituary reminds friends “that after graduating from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1948 with a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering, she worked for several 
years in a chemical laboratory.  She married Luciano Scala of Bologna, Italy, in 1951.  Two years 
later they moved to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for Luciano’s work, eventually settling in 
Murrysville.  After developing macular degeneration in her early twenties, Rosemary used vision 
assistive technology to lead a full and active life.  She raised a large family and dedicated much of 

her time over the following seven decades to volunteering for organizations such as the Bookmobile, Franklin 
Regional Adult School, Meals-on-Wheels, Pittsburgh Council for International Visitors, the local Republican 
Committee, and Symphony East.” 
A funeral service in her honor was held at Mother of Sorrows Church, Murrysville, on Tuesday, April 7th. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
PSO & PSA News:  http://www.PittsburghSymphonyAssociation.org   Newsletter: Staccato Notes   

► The 2026 Sweepstakes are in progress!  Lots more to read about in the PSA’s newsletter. 
The Pittsburgh Symphony Association is the PSO's 

primary volunteer fundraising organization. 

►►  ♪ ♫       🙂   ♪   ♫   ♪   ♫   ♪ 

➵ President’s message:		 	 	 	  
Members of Symphony East: 
Your Executive Board has reviewed the results of the survey.  We had about a 98% return, 
which is very good.  The majority of responders voted to continue Symphony East.  That is the 
good news.  The bad news is that only one person volunteered to serve on the Board.  In addition,  
attendance has been dropping, as has membership.  The Board members have contributed many 
years to Symphony East.  It is with heavy hearts that the Board has voted to disband the 
Symphony East organization.  The May membership meeting will be our last; however, the Board 
strongly encourages your continued and faithful support of The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra.  
Symphony East has supported The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra through affiliation with the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Association for 64 years.  We have provided about $300,000 in support of 
the orchestra, which I think is great for our area.  We can be proud of our accomplishments that 
could not have been achieved without your support.  Enjoy the May meeting and remember 
Symphony East with fondness. 

	 —— Pat Frick, President 

http://www.pittsburghsymphony.org/psa/psaprogramming.html


 Contributed by Diane Kaufmann: 
Spring Success! 

“String Impressions’: A Fusion of Art and Music” 
	 Our spring fundraiser was a delight to the ear, the eye – and to our bottom line! Thanks to the generosity of 
Symphony East members, we raised $4,009.00 for the PSO! The Fundraising Committee sends grateful thanks to 
each of you who contributed in any way. 

Thanks also to the creative hosts and hostesses who created such amazing tablescapes for the event: 
Sandy Rubright - Rembrandt 

Nancy Dalverny - Monet 
Gene Dalverny - Monet 
Romaine Miller - Degas 

Dee Gallagher - Van Gogh 
Pat Frick - Van Gogh 

Karen Humphrey - Andy Warhol 
Diane Kaufmann - Picasso 

Diane Kaufmann - Mary Cassatt 
Anne Troxell - Beatrix Potter 

Roger and Vicki Schneider - Grandma Moses 
Bob & Sue Kemper - Gainsborough 

Donna Karas - Botticelli Reception Display 



  Community news: 
►The fourth Thursday evening of the month is Karaoke Folk Singalong! at the Monroeville Public Library, 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  All ages are welcome at this informal gathering of persons who want to sing together and share 
songs (just listening is ok, too).  All Library programs are free; no registration required.    412-372-0500 

Invite Your Friends! 
	  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

     RESERVATION FORM          	 	 	 	                     Ck.#__________] 
  		 	 	     for	 	 	                         Date: ___________] 
  Season 64 Finale:  Meeting, Luncheon, & Program 

In the Ballroom at the Lamplighter Restaurant, 6566 William Penn Hwy, Delmont, PA 15626  (724) 461-1031 
          Monday, May 18, 2026 -  11:00 A.M. (Social time begins) 11:45 A.M. (Dining time)

Deadline is Friday, May 15, 2026 
I/We will Attend  ________________________________________________
                      	 	 	   First Name                        Last Name                        

 Indicate your choice of entrée:    #1 Chicken harvest salad or  #2 Lamb stew  
My guest(s) will be:   ________________________________         Choice of entrée: #_____
                                     ________________________________         Choice of entrée: #_____ 

The lunch offerings will be a served meal and with Assorted Lamplighter Desserts 

Number of SE members @ $30.00 per meal:_______      Total payment: ________________ 

Number of nonmembers @ $35.00 per meal:_______      Total payment: ________________ 

Although I cannot attend, please accept this contribution to benefit the PSO:  ____________ 

Please send this reservation form and check payable to Symphony East by Friday, May 15, to:          
Dolores Gallagher, 140 LaVale Drive, Apt. 404, Monroeville, PA  15146   (ph. 412-628-7132) 

 Join us for the Finale! 

🙂   ♪   ♫   ♪   ♫   ♪ 🙂


