
Our Emerald Anniversary Season - 55 years! 
🌷  ♫  Notes from 

Symphony East  
♫ 🌷    

       

             Monday, May 15, 2017  at  Redstone Highlands 
                                                   4951 Cline Hollow Road, Murrysville, PA 

Socialize from 11:00 a.m.—Business Meeting 11:15—Lunch 12:00—Program 1:00 p.m. 

  Program: “Music With Sax Appeal” - The East Winds Saxes - an ensemble of the  
 East Winds Symphonic Band 

“The summer of 1981 saw the beginnings of a major change in 
the musical scene in the eastern suburbs of Pittsburgh. 
It was then that three young amateur musicians decided they 
couldn’t possibly play one more season with the rather casual 
area concert band they had joined just a few short years before. 
These musicians were: Ed Dzenis, a clarinet and saxophone 
player from Monroeville who was an engineer with 
Westinghouse; Ron Johnson, another Westinghouse engineer 
who lived in Forest Hills and played the tuba; and Roger 
Schneider, a baritone horn player also from Forest Hills who 

was plant manager at American Thermoplastic Company.  Their 
goal was a simple one – to start a high-quality community band 

for serious amateur musicians in the eastern suburbs of Pittsburgh — an “amateur Eastman Wind Ensemble” as 
Schneider liked to describe it.”    [http://ewsb.org/history/birth/] 
    Today, the East Winds Symphonic Band, comprised of approximately 80 serious amateur musicians from all 
walks of life and professions, has shared its music with the communities of this region for more than 30 years.  
As the name indicates, the band is interested in performing serious concert music, but includes a variety of 
music in the repertoire such as Dixieland, Broadway show medleys, and marches. 

   The East Winds Saxes: 
Founded in the 1990s, the ensemble comprises musicians from the saxophone section of the EWSB.  

They perform in a variety of public and private settings such as Carnegie Library of Homestead and Phipps 
Conservatory.  The repertoire of the group includes jazz, classical, and popular favorites, as well as original 
compositions and arrangements. 

🌷  Jessica Barringer — Tenor Saxophone, Alto Saxophone 
She is the newest addition to the East Winds Saxophones, joining the group and the East Winds Symphonic Band 
in 2016. Music has played a central role throughout Jessica’s life, from singing and dancing with her family to 
participating in school and community ensembles everywhere she has lived. Jessica also has studied under a 
number of professional saxophone players, including Carrie Koffman at the Hartt School of Music. 
Jessica is employed as a civil engineer with E. Holdings, Inc., working mainly with ALCOSAN to minimize sewer 
overflows into Pittsburgh’s rivers. She holds a B.S. from the University of Hartford and a master’s degree in civil 
and environmental engineering from the Colorado School of Mines. Through her engineering career, Jessica seeks 
to have a positive impact on both the environment and society as a whole. 

   “Bringing to YOU 
Musicians at their Best”

The Symphony East Web site:
                    

www.symphonyeast.org

Ed Dzenis, Mandy Kull, Joe Ramirez, Mike 
Moyta, Jennifer Barringer and Jay Detwiler
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🌷  Jay Detwiler — Baritone saxophone 
He joined the EWSB in 1999 as an alto saxophonist.  Later, because  of the ensemble’s needs and his personal 
interest, he adopted the baritone saxophone as his primary instrument in both groups. He also played the bass 
clarinet as a student musician. He enjoys writing music and has composed or arranged many pieces for the East 
Winds Saxes, providing the group with a truly unique repertoire.  He is a software developer with the Pittsburgh 
office of Google in Bakery Square; he previously held software coding positions with several technology 
companies.  He and his family reside in the city of Pittsburgh. 

🌷  Ed Dzenis — Soprano Saxophone, Alto Saxophone, Clarinet 
He has played saxophone and clarinet in amateur and semiprofessional ensembles for longer than he would care to 
admit.  He began playing with community bands while in junior high school in Easton, Pa.  After moving to 
Pittsburgh and playing with groups such as the orchestra of the Pittsburgh Savoyards, he became a charter member 
of the East Winds Symphonic Band in 1982, with the mission of providing fun for musicians and audiences alike.  
Mr. Dzenis recently retired from Westinghouse Electric, where he started as an engineer designing nuclear reactor 
fuel.  After many years in engineering assignments, he left honest work behind and became Marketing Director.  
He is available for lectures at a variety of functions on comparative stress analysis of fuel tubing and soprano 
saxophones.  He holds degrees in mechanical engineering from Lehigh University and Carnegie Mellon 
University, and an MBA from the University of Pittsburgh.  He and his wife, Connie, live in Mars.  He is proud of 
his daughter, Nicole, and son, Brian, who are building careers in banking and journalism, but regrets that the only 
instruments they play are iPods. 

🌷  Mandy Kull — Alto saxophone 
Ms Kull is celebrating 15 years as a member of both groups.  She participated in several musical groups at Clarion 
University, sought to continue her pursuit of music as an avocation, and found the EWSB to be a perfect fit.  
Recently, she has been honing her skills on the baritone saxophone as well as the alto.  She has held positions on 
the board of directors and has had the opportunity to travel to Chicago and New Orleans to represent the EWSB in 
the National Community Band.  She has a bachelor’s degree in communication sciences and disorders from 
Clarion University, a master’s degree in teaching from Chatham University, and  has taught at the elementary 
school level.  She works in the billing department of the law firm of K&L Gates, enjoys the arts opportunities the 
city offers, and is proud to contribute to this colorful culture.  She is also an avid amateur athlete, focusing on 
volleyball, ultimate Frisbee, and running. 

🌷  Mike Moyta — Tenor saxophone 
The saxophone section leader for the EWSB was a founding member of the East Winds Saxophones in 1983; has 
served multiple terms as a member of the band’s board of directors and as president of the band; and is currently 
the band’s Concert Manager.  In 2014, Mr. Moyta was honored to be one of five recipients of the Dominion 
Volunteer In The Arts (VITA) Award, which is coordinated by WQED Multimedia and supported by the Dominion 
Foundation to recognize the vitality volunteers bring to arts organizations in southwestern Pennsylvania.  
Beginning his musical studies on clarinet, he soon added the tenor and baritone saxophones.  He played in 
multiple ensembles in high school, and has performed on clarinet as a member of the Carnegie Mellon University 
Chamber Band and the Edgewood Symphony Orchestra.  Mr. Moyta is vice president and information technology 
manager of Design 3 Architecture, based in Monroeville; is a licensed Pennsylvania architect; and is a member of 
the American Institute of Architects, the Pennsylvania Society of Architects (bachelor’s degree in architecture 
from CMU), and the Monroeville Chamber of Commerce.  He lives in Churchill with his wife, Dorothy.  They 
have two adult daughters, Liz and Maddie. 

🌷  Joe Ramirez — Tenor saxophone, alto saxophone, soprano saxophone, clarinet 
A member of both groups since 1999, playing primarily alto and tenor saxophones, and, occasionally, soprano 
saxophone, he has served several terms as president of the EWSB.  He began his musical studies on clarinet and 
was an inaugural member of the Duquesne University Pep Band.  During his EWSB career, he has been a guest 
musician with the North Suburban Symphonic Band and the Edgewood Symphony Orchestra.  He is an attorney 
with the Legal Department of UPMC.  His previous positions included vice president with Jampole 
Communications Inc. and attorney at the law firm of Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott.  He holds a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy from Duquesne University and a law degree from Harvard Law School.  He is a member of 
the Pennsylvania bar.  He and his wife, Nancy, live in Pleasant Hills.  They have one son, Nick. 



Reservations for lunch and program: If not called by the calling committee, please phone Rosemary Scala, 
(724) 327-4295 by Wednesday, May 10. 

      At the meeting, please have ready your completed check for $20.00 - made out to Symphony East. 

♪Also, if you reserve and can’t attend, SE must still pay for the food and the performers so please send 
your check for $20.00 to our Treasurer, Lynn Staab. 

The programs must begin at 1:00 p.m.; please arrive early. 
►Attending only the program?  Consider bringing a friend, too, perhaps a member who is no longer able 
to drive or lives at one of the other independent living residences.  Attending meetings and becoming a 

member do not require the ability to play a musical instrument. ◄ A $10.00 donation is requested. 

A bouquet of information for your interest:      

Officers elected for the Executive Board. 
►Note:  Election of Symphony East’s officers occurred at the March meeting, in accordance with 

Article III of the By-laws.  Installation of President - Linda Casper, Vice president - Bob Kemper, 
Secretary - Romaine Miller, and Treasurer - Lynn Staab will occur at the May meeting. ◄◄  

➵ President’s message:              🌷  

I am sad to say that this will be my last newsletter as president.  I have enjoyed this past year.  It has 
given me the opportunity to meet new people and become better acquainted with those who I already 
knew.  I think we have had a successful year.  Our contribution to the Pittsburgh Symphony will not be 
as large as in past years; we have to be realistic about our abilities.  I was able to attend a few PSA 
activities and found them to be a delightful group of people.  I wish I had been able to attend more 
events.  Our holiday party and our Plants, Prints and Piano events were well attended.  We had good 
publicity which attracted more non-members.  Our newsletter was always filled with interesting 
articles.  We had interesting and entertaining programs.  We ate well at lunchtime.  Reservation 
committee kept us in touch with members.  Our ever loyal and hardworking treasurer kept us 
informed of our finances.  Membership numbers were faithfully reported.  We all had the benefit of 
a well designed yearbook.  Notes were sent to members as required.  The minutes of the meetings 
were accurately recorded.  What more could a president ask.  Thank you all.  A special thanks to Sue 
and her silent auction baskets.  They were a good source of income.  Again, THANK YOU ALL.  I am 
sure you will give Linda, our new president, all the cooperation and support that you have given me. 

  Pat Frick 
🌻  ♪ 🌻  ♫ 🌻  ♪ 🌻  

►► Our members enjoy learning of joyous events, such as this: 
► The Plants, Prints, and Piano fundraiser on April 24 was a success with 53 attendees enjoying 
the activity and the buffet food and the music.  There was a profit of more than $1,000. 
► The 14th Annual Three Rivers Community Band Festival was successful despite the downpour of rain just 
before the concerts began in the Upper St. Clair H.S. auditorium.  Festival founder Roger Schneider played, 
congratulated the festival’s organizers and participants, and announced winners of various items at the cookie  
reception that concluded the festival. 

A Special Prize will be given away at each meeting through this season.  
The items were donated by some of the venders at our recent fashion 
show.  The March meeting's prize (donated by Margie's Fashions) was a tee 
shirt won by Gerda Provins. 
 You must attend the meeting to have a chance to win the next prize! 

A 50/50 raffle is planned for each of the general meetings at Redstone Highlands. 

💐



 ► ►$☺ From our Treasurer:   🌻  $🌻  $🌻  $🌻  $🌻                            
For the March meeting: Income (28 persons @$20.00 = $560.00 + program only = $130.00 + $52.00 from 
50/50) = $742.00 and Expenses (entertainment $375.00 + lunch (30 @$9.00) = $645.00   

Profit: $97.00. 

 For the directed portion to PSA of the dues to date:  $595.00. 

As of March 30, 2017, the account balance is $6220.76. 

Camille Toth won $26.00 in the 50/50 raffle and contributed her winnings to Symphony East.  

Musicians Union underwriting of the February program was $267.44. 
             🌻  ☺ 🌻  ♫ 🌻  ♪ 🌻  ☺ 🌻  ♫ 🌻  ♪ 🌻  

Notes from the March meeting: 
►Sue Breedlove, president of the PSA, summarized the results of the PSO Focus Groups meeting.  
Topics discussed included the current financial situation, ideas to balance the budget, and the 
strategic plan.  This led into a discussion centered on many questions.  The PSO received  $500,000 
from the Heinz foundation; the PSO needs the efforts of all to help in their finances.  Ticket sales do 
not cover expenses. 
The conductor for the PSO on Affiliates’ Day has changed from Dohnyani to Dudamel, a dynamic 
conductor of the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra. 
►Election of Officers – Bob Kemper, chairman of the nominating committee, presented the following slate of 
officers for the 2017-2018 season: 
 Linda Casper – president   Bob Kemper – vice president 
 Romaine Miller – secretary   Lynn Staab – treasurer 
After asking if there were any additional nominations from the floor and hearing none, this slate of officers was 
elected by verbal vote.  Installation will take place at the May meeting. 

►► Symphony East notes more activities in 2017:   ❦   ♪ ♫ 

►► PSN is having a major fundraiser in June - see the attached flyer and reservation form. 

► PSO & PSA News:  http://www.psa75.org          77th Year!      Newsletter: Staccato Notes   

► The 2017 Sweepstakes is in progress.  Did you receive your form in the mail? 

🌻 Affiliates’ Day was celebrated on April 6, with six SE members in attendance to watch Gustavo Dudamel 
conduct the rehearsal and then have a delicious lunch.  Christopher Wu - who entertained the SE audience in  
2004 - spoke to the gathering to thank everyone for supporting the PSO and to describe how impressed the 
orchestra was with the guest conductor. 

Reminder:  There is an Affiliates section on the PSA Web site. 
     In that section, you can access the reservation form for Pittsburgh Symphony North’s Casbah 
Restaurant Fundraiser on June 22, 2017, featuring a 5-course chef-selected dinner with wine pairings 
for 4 of the courses.  Only 50 reservations will be accepted.  See the form below. 

PSO Fiddlesticks Family Concerts - Saturday at Heinz Hall - May 13, 2017

PSA Music 101:  May 17, 2017 - Stephen Kostyniak  “Blowing My Own Horn” -  Associate Principal 
Horn.  He received his training at the Juilliard School.  During ten years with the Utah Symphony, he 
performed at the opening ceremonies of the Winter Olympics in 2002 and he became a specialist in 
performing new music, both as a chamber and orchestral soloist and on recordings.

http://www.pittsburghsymphony.org/psa/psaprogramming.html
http://www.psa75.org/


      Last PSA Brunch of the Season: Brahms: Symphony No. 3 and Strauss: Don Quixote  
You can learn interesting facts about the concert while enjoying PSA camaraderie and delicious food by 

attending our last Sunday PSA Brunch on May 21. The price is $26 per person and you can charge your meal 
on the PSA website, www.psa75.org, or send a check to Amy Stabingas at 630 S. Linden Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA, 15208. All questions about the brunch or last-minute changes should be directed to Cathy Trombetta at 
724.260.0940 or ctrombetta@msn.com.  
The concert will be Brahms: Symphony No. 3 in F Major, Opus 90 and Strauss: Don Quixote, Opus 35 with 
American conductor David Zinman conducting the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. Cellist Maximillian 
Hornung will make his Pittsburgh debut performing Strauss’ famous Don Quixote, based on the novel by 
Miguel de Cervantes. Come and join us to picture Don Quixote fight his battles and challenges of life. There 
will be prizes and favors. Even if you cannot attend this wonderful concert, please consider attending the 
brunch. 
Send in brunch reservations for members and guests by May 17 so that we can sit together to share in the 
camaraderie of the PSA.  

 IMPORTANT NOTICE: The URL for the parking reservations downtown has changed. The 
Parking Authority changed the website!  The new URL:    http://downtownpittsburgh.com/pdp-
reserved-parking-program/    Or call 412.566.4190 ext. 10.  

🌻  A resource for musical (including PSO concerts) + other cultural events: 
  http://www.wqed.org/cultural-calendar/month 
►The fourth Thursday evening of the month is Calliope Folk Song Night at the Monroeville Public Library 
Gallery Space, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  All ages are welcome at this informal gathering of people who want to sing 
together and share songs (just listening is ok, too).  All Library programs are free and no registration is required.  
For more information:  412-372-0500 ext. 4. 

🌻  Edgewood Symphony Orchestra 2017 concert dates: www.edgewoodsymphony.org/season 

   May 13, 7:30 p.m.   “The American Spirit” - Jewish Community Center of Greater Pittsburgh 
    The White Peacock (Charles Griffes); Symphony – World Premiere (Robert Schultz);    
    Sophisticated Lady (Duke Ellington, arr. John Wilson);  
    Jazz Violin Concerto -Pittsburgh Premiere (Scott Routenberg);  
   Porgy & Bess: A Symphonic Picture (George Gershwin, arr. Russell Bennett) 

🌻  Pittsburgh Youth Symphony Orchestra     http://www.pittsburghyouthsymphony.org/ 
      May 21, 2017, 7:00 pm  Spring Concert  -  Heinz Hall     FREE! 

🌻  🌻  🌻  🌻  🌻  🌻  

🌻  Judy Evans, former SE Vice president suggests (for your longer-term planning): 

“The best Jazz Party this side of heaven” 
This year’s Allegheny Jazz Society’s Cleveland Jazz Party, a weekend-long even will be held Thursday through 
Sunday, September 14-17, 2017 at the Wyndham Hotel at Playhouse Square in the center of Cleveland’s theatre 
district.  This is a celebration of the best in traditional and mainstream jazz, offering an intimate, accessible, 
music experience with lots of old and new friends and artists. The roster includes musicians from New Orleans, 
New York, Chicago, California, Texas and more. It’s a unique, special weekend you won’t want to miss.  Call 
216-956-0886 or visit www.alleghenyjazz.org. 
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http://www.edgewoodsymphony.org
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🌻  Monroeville Arts Council’s 34th Annual Summer Concert Series at Monroeville Middle School, corner   
 of Route 48 N and Old William Penn Hwy.   No admission charge       http://monroevilleartscouncil.org 
 July 9 – Judi Figel & four musicians    
             July 16 – Etta Cox                                      
               July 23 – East Winds Symphonic Band 

All on Sunday afternoon, 4-6 p.m. 

🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻 🌻  

  

See You At 

 The Meeting! 

   “Bringing to YOU  

    Musicians at their Best” 




